
English – Medium Term Planner 

Class: Year 4 and 5 Teacher: Ms V Support Staff: Mrs Bott     Term:  Autumn 2       

Unit Duratio
n 

Key objectives Sentence Type and 
Spelling Focus 

Texts and 
resources 

Outcomes 

Narrative- quest 

story 

 

 2 - 3 

weeks  

Planning, Composing and Evaluating 

• An effective blend of action, dialogue and 
description develops archetypical characters 
who the reader will care about, at the same 
time as moving the plot along at an exciting 
pace. 

• Description adds to the sense of adventure by 
heightening the reader’s awareness, e.g. a 
sense of potential danger (The cliffs were high 
and jagged ...) or dropping clues to encourage 
involvement through prediction (The captain 
welcomed them aboard but his eyes were 
narrow and cruel-looking ...) 

 

• Dialogue is an element of characterisation but 
issued more to advance the action than to 
explore a character’s feelings or motivation. 
“What was that noise? Did you hear it too?” 
 

• Language usually has a cinematic quality, with 
powerful, evocative vocabulary and strong, 
varied verbs for action scenes. 
 

• Create characters your readers will have a 
strong opinion about. Make the reader like 
your hero so they want him/her to 

Year 3/4 and 5/6 
Words 
 
 
Dialogue 
Verbs for action 
Description 

 
https://planbee.c
om/blogs/news/
space-facts-for-
ks2-children-
and-teachers 

Children can write a quest 
story 



succeed. 

• Create a villain that is a good match for 
the hero, someone the reader definitely 
doesn’t want to win in the end. Don’t 
forget that villains we dislike most often 
work in subtle ways. They do sneaky, 
mean things that they might just get away 
with. 

• Keep the plot moving but vary the pace: 
➢ use fast-moving action to create 

excitement at a high point; 
slow things down a little with 

➢ description or dialogue when you 
want to build tension and create suspense. 

• Can you surprise the reader at the end? 
Perhaps someone who seemed insignificant saves the 
day and turns out to be a real hero, or perhaps a 
character that appeared good and helpful turns out to 
be two-faced. 
 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary 

• Most often uses the third- or first-person 

perspective 

• Characters are often recognisably human in 

their motivations and actions 

• Language is used creatively to paint a picture 

in the reader’s mind 

• Storytelling may be supplemented by the use 

of images 

 

Speaking, Listening and Discussion 



• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing 

command of Standard English  

• participate in discussions, presentations, 

performances, roleplay/improvisations and 

debates 

 
Handwriting and Presentation 

• Consistently use a neat, personal handwriting 

style 

•  

Recount – Diary 

entry of life as 

an Astronaut  

2 

weeks 

 

 

Planning, Composing and Evaluating 

Structure often includes: 

• orientation such as scene-setting or 
establishing context (It was the school 
holidays. I went to the park ...); 

• an account of the events that took place, often 
in chronological order (The first person to 
arrive was ...); 

• some additional detail about each event (He 
was surprised to see me.); 

• reorientation, e.g. a closing statement that may 
include elaboration. (I hope I can go to the 
park again next week. It was fun.) 

 
Structure sometimes reorganises the chronology of 
events using techniques such as flashbacks, moving 
the focus backwards and forwards in time, but these 
 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary 

• Most often written in the past tense as text 

type relates events that already happened 

Year 3/4 and 5/6 
Words 
 
 
Past tense 
Time connectives 

https://planbee.c
om/blogs/news/
space-facts-for-
ks2-children-
and-teachers 

Children can write a diary 
entry 



• Time connectives used extensively to 

organise chronology e.g. first, then, next, 

after that, etc 

• Details are used extensively to flesh out the 

barebones of the events 

 

Speaking, Listening and Discussion 

• Ask relevant questions to extend their 
understanding and knowledge 

• Use relevant strategies to build their 
vocabulary  

• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and 
opinions  

• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations 
and narratives for different purposes, including 
for expressing feelings 
 

Handwriting and Presentation 

• Consistently use a neat, personal handwriting 

style 

 

Instructions - 

How to prepare 

for a launch into 

Space 

 

2 

weeks 

 

 

Planning, Composing and Evaluating 

• Begin by defining the goal or desired 
outcome. (How to make a board 
game.) 

• List any material or equipment needed, 
in order. 

• Provide simple, clear instructions. If a 
process is to be undertaken, keep to 
the order in which the steps need to be 
followed to achieve the stated goal. 

• Diagrams or illustrations are often 

Year 3/4 and 5/6 
Words 
 
Imperative verbs 
(commands) 
 
Negative commands 

https://planbee.c
om/blogs/news/
space-facts-for-
ks2-children-
and-teachers 

Children can write 
instructions 



integral and may even take the place 
of some text.  
 

• Use of imperative verbs (commands), e.g. Cut 
the card ... Paint your design ... 

• Instructions may include negative commands. 
(Do not use any glue at this stage.) 

• Additional advice (It’s a good idea to leave it 
overnight if you have time. If the mixture 
separates ...) or suggested alternatives (If you 
would like to make a bigger decoration, you 
could either double the dimensions of the base 
or just draw bigger flowers.). 

Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary 

• Title indicates the process described e.g. 

How to… 

• Includes resource / equipment list 

• Process described step-by-step using bullet 

points, numbers etc 

• Time connectives used to organize writing 

(first, next, then, finally etc) 

• Imperatives used 

• Diagrams / Illustrations used to support or 

replace text 

  
Speaking, Listening and Discussion 

• Select and use appropriate registers for 

effective communication 

 



Handwriting and Presentation 

• Consistently use a neat, personal handwriting 

style 

 

 

 


