
 

 

Pangolins (Year 1) Curriculum Map 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main theme In the Toy Box Space Pirates Plants Respect  My Local Area  
 

Literacy Descriptive writing / Fairy 

Tales– simple sentences 

to build up sentence 

writing and simple stories- 

The Three Little Pigs/ 

Little Red Riding Hood 

 

Recounts – teddy bear’s 

picnic, weekend recounts, 

retelling (recounting) toy 

themed stories,  

 

Instructions – link to 

teddy bear’s picnic, 

instructions for making a 

sandwich to take to a 

picnic  

Descriptive writing – 

places they would like to 

explore –Whatever Next – 

link to space voyage 

 

Diary entries – our space 

adventure diary entry as 

Neil Armstrong 

 

 

 

 

Poems on a theme – 

weather, pirates, sea 

creatures, treasure 

 

Descriptive writing – 

using adjectives, commas, 

time connectives and 

sticky glue words in our 

writing -  link to pirate 

characters –Disney’s 

Peter Pan, Tinkerbell, 

Captain Hook 

Fiction vs Non-Fiction – 

creating fact files about 

different plants, e.g. land 

plants and water plants 

 

Instructions- how to plant 

a seed/ grow a flower 

 

Descriptive writing-

Stories with familiar 

settings/ Repetitive-  

The Enormous Turnip 

 

Non-chronological report 

– about the body  

 

Poems using senses – 

senses / body 

 

 

Descriptive writing-

Stories with familiar 

settings/ Repetitive-  

The Gingerbread Man 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters – writing a letter to 

Mrs Wood asking for new 

playground equipment 

 

Recount- walk around the 

local area, take 

photographs and write a 

recount of the walk 

 

 

Descriptive writing-Stories 

with familiar settings- 

Bradwell beach 

Class Texts Toy story 

We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt 

Harry and the dinosaurs  

Fairy Tales 

Man on the Moon 

I am Neil Armstrong 

How to Catch a Star 

The Way Back Home 

 

The Two Stubborn Pirates 

Shiver me Letters 

The Pirates Next Door 

 

The Enormous Turnip 

Plant books 

Instructions texts 

Look Inside Your Body  

Noisy Body Book 

(Usborne)  

Fairy Tales- The 

Gingerbread Man 

 

Google maps 

Atlas 

 



 

 

Science  To work scientifically –  

- ask simple questions  perform simple tests   identify and classify 

- use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions   gather and record data to help in answering questions  

Science  To investigate materials –  

-identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 

including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock  

-describe the simple physical properties of a variety of 

everyday materials  

-compare and group together a variety of everyday 

materials on the basis of their simple physical 

properties  

Seasonal change- 

- observe and describe weather associated with 

the seasons 

-how day length varies 

 

Skills 

 

To perform scientific tests with equipment 

 

To use observation skills including measuring 

 

To identify and classify 

 

To gather and record scientific data 

 

To use scientific vocabulary 

 

To explain scientific findings 

 

To understand plants–  

- identify and name a variety of common wild 

and garden plants, including deciduous and 

evergreen trees 

-  identify and describe the basic structure of a 

variety of common flowering plants, including 

trees. 

Seasonal change- 

- observe and describe weather associated with 

the seasons 

-how day length varies 

Skills 

To perform scientific tests with equipment 

 

To use observation skills including measuring 

 

To identify and classify 

 

To gather and record scientific data 

 

To use scientific vocabulary 

 

To explain scientific findings 

To understand animals and humans – 

- identify name, draw and label the basic parts of the 

human body and say which part of the body is 

associated with each sense  

-identify and name a variety of common animals fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

-identify and name a variety of common animals that 

are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

- describe and compare the structure of a variety of 

common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals, including pets) 

Seasonal change- 

- observe and describe weather associated with 

the seasons 

-how day length varies 

 

Skills 

 

To perform scientific tests with equipment 

 

To use observation skills including measuring 

 

To identify and classify 

 

To gather and record scientific data 

 

To use scientific vocabulary 

 

To explain scientific findings 

 

 

 



 

 

History To understand chronology – (link to toys from long ago 

to now) 

- place events and artefacts in order on a time 

line  

- label time lines with words or phrases such 

as: past, present, older and newer  

- recount changes that have occurred in their 

own lives 

- use words and phrases such as: a long time 

ago, recently, when my parents/carers were children, 

years, decades, and centuries to describe the passing of 

time    

 

Skills 

To ask and answer historical questions  

 

To use a range of historical sources 

 

To describe and compare evidence 

 

To describe historical events and people 

 

To compare times in history 

 

To understand chronology 

 

To use timelines 

 

To use historical vocabulary 

 To investigate and interpret the past – (link to Bradwell 

beach) 

- observe or handle evidence to ask questions 

and find answers to questions about the past  

- ask questions such as: what was it like for 

people? what happened? how long ago? 

- use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources 

and databases to find out about the past 

- identify some of the different ways the past 

has been represented 

  

 

Skills 

To ask and answer historical questions  

 

To use a range of historical sources 

 

To describe and compare evidence 

 

To describe historical events and people 

 

To compare times in history 

 

To understand chronology 

 

To use timelines 

 

To use historical vocabulary 

Geography To communicate geographically –  

- use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to – key 

physical features, key human features (telling an alien 

about Earth)  

 

Skills 

To collect and use data from fieldwork 

 

To investigate places –  

-name and locate the world’s surrounding continents 

and oceans  

 

Skills 

 

To ask and answer geographical questions 

To investigate places –  

-use world maps, atlases 

and globes to identify the 

United Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and 

oceans studied 

To investigate places –  

- use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to 

study the geography of the 

school and key human and 

physical features of its 

surrounding environments 



 

 

To ask and answer geographical questions 

 

To identify local places on a map 

 

To use geographical resources 

 

To describe and compare locations (over time and 

areas) 

 

To use geographical language 

 

To identify and describe human features 

 

To identify and describe physical features 

 

To identify local places on a map 

 

To use geographical resources 

 

To describe and compare locations (over time 

and areas) 

 

To use geographical language 

 

To understand maps, compasses and use grid 

references 

 

To identify and describe human features 

 

To identify and describe physical features 
 

-name, locate and 

identify characteristics of 

the four countries and 

capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas  

 

Skills 

To ask and answer 

geographical questions 

 

To identify local places 

on a map 

 

To use geographical 

resources 

 

To describe and 

compare locations 

(over time and areas) 

 

To use geographical 

language 

 

To understand maps, 

compasses. 

 

To identify and 

describe human 

features 

 

To identify and 

describe physical 

features 
 

- identify land use around 

the school   

 

Skills 

To collect and use data 

from fieldwork 

 

To ask and answer 

geographical questions 

 

To identify local places 

on a map 

 

To use geographical 

resources 

 

To describe and 

compare locations (over 

time and areas) 

 

To use geographical 

language 

 

To understand maps, 

compasses and use grid 

references 

 

To identify and describe 

human features 

 

To identify and describe 

physical features 



 

 

Design and 

Technology 

To take inspiration from 

designs throughout 

history – (link to toys) 

 

-explore objects and 

designs to identify likes 

and dislikes of the designs  

-suggest improvements to 

existing designs  

-explore how produces 

have been created   

 

Skills 

To cut and join 

materials 

 

To modify and produce 

textiles 

 

To use mechanics 

 

To construct and build 

products  

 

To design with purpose 

 

To follow a design 

 

To refine and edit 

 

To evaluate a product 

 

To take inspiration 

from history 

 

To master practical skills  

CONSTRUCTION – (rocket 

ship – space link) 

 

-use materials to practise 

drilling, screwing, gluing 

and nailing materials to 

make and strengthen 

produce 

 

 

Skills 

To cut and join 

materials 

 

To modify and produce 

textiles 

 

To use mechanics 

 

To construct and build 

products  

 

To design with purpose 

 

To follow a design 

 

To refine and edit 

 

To evaluate a product 

 

To take inspiration 

from history 
 

 

 Cooking and Nutrition - 

healthy eating.  Where 

food comes from.  Design 

a healthy meal – what is 

good for our body? 

 

making fruit skewers / 

healthy wraps / pasta 

salad  

 

Skills 

To cut and prepare 

food hygienically 

 

To cook and assemble 

 

To cut and join 

materials 

 

To use mechanics 

 

To construct and build 

products  

 

To design with purpose 

 

To follow a design 

 

To refine and edit 

 

To evaluate a product 

 
 

To master practical skills - 

TEXTILES – (local area link- 

print inspired by the local 

area/ beach) 

 

-Shape textiles using 

templates 

-join textiles using running 

stitch 

-colour and decorate 

textiles using a number of 

techniques (such as dyeing, 

adding sequins or printing) 

 

Skills 

To cut and prepare food 

hygienically 

 

To cook and assemble 

 

To cut and join materials 

 

To modify and produce 

textiles 

 

To use mechanics 

 

To construct and build 

products  

 

To design with purpose 

 

To follow a design 

 

To refine and edit 

 



 

 

To evaluate a product 

 

To take inspiration from 

history 

 
 

Art  
 

 To master techniques – (painting pictures of pirates 

or boats/ sketching and painting plants) 

 

PAINTING – 

- Use thick and thin brushes 

- mix primary colours to make secondary 

colours  

- add white to colours to make tints and black 

to colours to make tones  

- create colour wheels 

 

Skills 

To collect visual information 

 

To develop colour and patterns using brush 

techniques 

To use drawing skills 

 

To use printing techniques 

 

To take inspiration from artists 

 

 

RE Creation 

 

Incarnation  Religion Around the 

World/ Judaism 

Judaism/ Salvation Islam 

 Creation 

Can I retell the story of 

creation from Genesis 1:1–

2.3 simply? 

Incarnation  

Can I give a clear, simple 

account of the story of Jesus’ 

Places of Worship  

I know what a place of 

worship is. 

I can discuss key parts of a 

Judaism 

I  can explain what Shabbat 

is. 

I can identify how Shabbat is 

Salvation  

Can I  recognise that 

Incarnation and Salvation are 

Gospel  

Can I identify what a parable 

is? 



 

 

Can I recognise that 

‘Creation’ is the beginning of 

the ‘big story’ of the Bible? 

Can I say what the story tells 

Christians about God, 

Creation and the world? 

Can I give at least one 

example of what Christians 

do to say thank you to God 

for the Creation? 

Can I think, talk and ask 

questions about living in an 

amazing world? 

birth and why Jesus is 

important for Christians? 

Can I recognise that stories of 

Jesus’ life come from the 

Gospels? 

Can I give examples of ways 

in which Christians use the 

story of the nativity to guide 

their beliefs and actions at 

Christmas? 

Can I decide what I 

personally have to be 

thankful for at Christmas 

time? 

Jewish synagogue. 

I can discuss key parts of a 

Hindu mandir  

I can discuss key parts of a 

Christian church  

I can discuss why places of 

worship are important in 

religions.  

I can use and apply the key 

parts of a place of worship 

to a new design. 

 

celebrated by Jewish people  

I can explain the customs 

undertaken by Jews during 

Shabbat.  

I can explain why Shabbat is 

important to Jews 

Salvation  

Can I  recognise that 

Incarnation and Salvation are 

part of a ‘big story’ of the 

Bible? 

Can I tell stories of Holy 

Week and Easter from the 

Bible and recognise a link 

with the idea of Salvation 

(Jesus rescuing people)? 

Can I recognise that Jesus 

gives instructions about how 

to behave? 

Can I give at least three 

examples of how Christians 

show their beliefs about 

Jesus’ death and resurrection 

in church worship at Easter? 

Can I think, talk and ask 

questions about whether the 

story of Easter has anything 

to say to them about 

sadness, hope or heaven, 

exploring different ideas? 

 

part of a ‘big story’ of the 

Bible? 

Can I tell stories of Holy 

Week and Easter from the 

Bible and recognise a link 

with the idea of Salvation 

(Jesus rescuing people)? 

Can I recognise that Jesus 

gives instructions about how 

to behave? 

Can I give at least three 

examples of how Christians 

show their beliefs about 

Jesus’ death and resurrection 

in church worship at Easter? 

Can I think, talk and ask 

questions about whether the 

story of Easter has anything 

to say to them about 

sadness, hope or heaven, 

exploring different ideas?  

Islam: Ramadan 

I can explain what Ramadan 

is. 

I can explain what Muslims 

do during Ramadan  

I can understand what 

fasting is and why Muslims 

choose to fast during 

Ramadan 

Can I tell the story of the Lost 

Son from the Bible simply, and 

recognise a link with the 

concept of God as a forgiving 

Father? 

Can I give clear, simple 

accounts of what the story 

means to Christians? 

Can I give at least two 

examples of a way in which 

Christians show their belief in 

God as loving and forgiving; 

for example, by saying sorry; 

by seeing God 

as welcoming them back; by 

forgiving others? 

Can I give an example of how 

Christians put their beliefs into 

practice in worship; by saying 

sorry to God, for example? 

Can I think, talk and ask 

questions about whether I can 

learn anything from the story 

for myself, exploring different 

ideas? 



 

 

I can explain why Muslims 

celebrate Eid-al-fitr 

I can identify how Muslims 

celebrate Eid Al-Fitr at the 

end of Ramadan 

Music  Charanga 

Hey You 

 

Skills 

To control my voice 

effectively when 

singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 

sound 

 

To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 

notation 

 

To read and 

understand musical 

notation 

 

Charanga 

Rhythm In The Way We 

Walk and The Banana 

Rap 

 

Skills 

To control my voice 

effectively when 

singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 

sound 

 

To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 

notation 

 

To read and 

understand musical 

notation 

Charanga 

In The Groove 

 

Skills 

To control my voice 

effectively when 

singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 

sound 

 

To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 

notation 

 

To read and 

understand musical 

notation 

 

Charanga 

Round and Round 

 

Skills 

To control my voice 

effectively when 

singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 

sound 

 

To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 

notation 

 

To read and 

understand musical 

notation 

 

Charanga 

Your Imagination 

 

Skills 

To control my voice 

effectively when 

singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 

sound 

 

To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 

notation 

 

To read and 

understand musical 

notation 

 

Charanga 

Reflect, Rewind & Replay 

 

Skills 

To control my voice 

effectively when singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 

sound 

 

To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 

notation 

 

To read and understand 

musical notation 

 

To use musical 

vocabulary 

 



 

 

To use musical 

vocabulary 

 

To listen and describe 

elements of music 
 

 

To use musical 

vocabulary 

 

To listen and describe 

elements of music 
 

To use musical 

vocabulary 

 

To listen and describe 

elements of music 
 

To use musical 

vocabulary 

 

To listen and describe 

elements of music 
 

To use musical 

vocabulary 

 

To listen and describe 

elements of music 
 

To listen and describe 

elements of music 
 

Computing  Coding 

 

• Control motion by specifying the number of steps to 

travel, direction and turn. 

Possible Curriculum Link – moving toys and robots 

 

Skills 

To understand and import instructions 

To use coding for controlling objects 

Connect 

 

• Participate in class social media accounts. 

• Understand online risks and the age rules for sites 

 

Skills 

To use online platforms appropriately 

To be safe and responsible 

To understand e-safety laws 

 

Communicate 

 

• Use a range of 

applications and devices 

in order to communicate 

ideas, work and messages 

 

Skills 

To create messages 

To communicate through 

APPs and devices 

 

Possible Curriculum Link – 

contacting aliens and 

spacemen 

Collect 

 

• Use simple databases to 

record information in areas 

across the curriculum. 

 

Skills 

To collect and organise 

data 

 

Possible Curriculum Link – 

eye colour, hair colour etc 

P.E.  Team Games 

Skills 

*To strike an object 

*To retrieve and receive 

an object 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To compete as an 

individual 

*To develop accuracy 

*To adapt running 

through speed and 

stamina 

*To compete against 

others or myself 

Gymnastics 

Skills 

*To copy and repeat 

movements 

*To move with a purpose 

*To move the body with 

control and balance 

*To plan and perform 

movements 

*To be prepared and 

ready 

*To understand risk 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

Throwing, Catching 

Skills 

*To strike an object 

*To retrieve and receive 

an object 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To compete as an 

individual 

*To develop accuracy 

 

*To adapt running 

through speed and 

stamina 

Bat and ball skills; 

swimming 

 

Skills 

*To strike an object 

*To retrieve and receive 

an object 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To compete as an 

individual 

*To develop accuracy 

*To develop and use 

strokes 

*To coordinate and 

control legs and arms 

Athletics- running and 

jumping 

 

Skills 

*To adapt running 

through speed and 

stamina 

*To jump for a purpose 

*To compete against 

others or myself 

 

*To be prepared and 

ready 

*To understand risk 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

Athletics- throwing 

 

Skills 

*To retrieve and receive an 

object 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To compete as an 

individua 

*To develop accuracy 

 

*To develop throwing for a 

purpose 

*To compete against 

others or myself 

*To be prepared and ready 



 

 

*To be prepared and 

ready 

*To understand risk 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To adapt and show 

resilience 

 

*To adapt and show 

resilience 

*To develop throwing for 

a purpose 

*To be prepared and 

ready 

*To understand risk 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To adapt and show 

resilience 

*To use accurate 

breathing techniques 

*To be prepared and 

ready 

*To understand risk 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To adapt and show 

resilience 

*To adapt and show 

resilience 

*To understand risk 

*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To adapt and show 

resilience 

PSHE/ RSE 
How do we recognise our feelings? 

 

What helps us stay 

healthy? Who is special to us? 

 

What is the same and 

different about us? 

 

 

How can we look after 

each other and the 

world? 

Forest Schools The children experience Forest School which is an inspirational process, that offers ALL learners regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence 

and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland or natural environment with trees. 

Suggested visits / 

inspiration 

visitors  

Grandparent visits- 

toys from the past; 

Down Hall Residential 

visit- Bradwell 

 

Pantomime; 

 

World book day- Michael Morpurgo visit 

(Bradwell link); 

Colchester Zoo- animals including humans; 

Science Week 

 

 

Pilgrimage- St. Peter’s Chapel, Bradwell; 

May Day Celebrations; 

Bradwell Beach; 

Tesco Farm to Fork 

 


