
 

Turtles (Year 2/3) – Curriculum Map 

 History Focus Science focus Geography Focus Science Focus Values Focus Art Focus 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Main theme Florence Nightingale  Food & Fitness The Arctic (rocks) Habitats  Recycling (Individual 
liberties) 

United Kingdom 
(Henry Moore) 

Literacy Narrative – fairy tales 
(moving to story 
mountains)- The Elves 
and the Shoe Maker 
(helping others) 
 
Poems based on 
observation (light?) 
 
Non-Chronological 
Reports - Florence and 
Mary Seacole.  Guy 
Fawkes  
 
 

Narrative- warning story- 
eat too many sweets and 
blow like Violet 
 
Instructions- how to 
make a puppet and make 
healthy food 
 
Author Study- stories by 
the same author (Michael 
Morpurgo)- write a letter 
to Michael Morpurgo 
 
 

Non-chronological report 
about Arctic animals 
 
Narrative (voyage and 
return)– Quest stories  
 
Recounts – of Journeys – 
role play imaginative 
journeys  
 
 
 
 

Persuasion – write a 
letter to someone to let 
us go to a place around 
the world 
 
Narrative/ Familiar 
Stories –Repetitive story 
(We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt) 
 
Poems based on a theme 
– Habitats - travelling to 
different places  
 

Narrative – Stories with 
familiar settings  
 
Non-Chronological 
Reports – Recycling 
Materials 
 
Shakespeare study. 
Introduction to plays- 
MSND 
 

Narrative- traditional 
tales (story mountains) – 
traditional tales in 
London/ United Kingdom 
 
Performance poetry – 
Nonsense poems about 
London/ United Kingdom 
 
Extended stories – same 
story continued based on 
‘Once in a life time’ – 
fantasy – each piece of 
writing continues from 
piece before  
 

Class Text examples Florence Nightingale  
 
 

Ratatouille 
Charlie and the Chocolate 
factory (film) 
Instruction examples  
Books by Michael 
Morpurgo 
 

Non-chronological 
examples 
Bear Grylls Adventures 
Oi Get Off Our Train 
 

Habitats (Science Skills 
Sorted) 
We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 

Recycling books 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream - Shakespeare 

Traditional and fairy tales 



Science 
To work scientifically 

• Ask simple questions 

• Observe closely using simple equipment 

• Perform simple tests  

• Identify and classify 

• Use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

• Gather and record data to help in answering questions  

Science Chemistry - Materials – (what materials would be 

suitable to use to make a lamp or a lunch box/ 

container?)  

 
 
Biology - Healthy lifestyle – link to DT Cooking 

Animals, including humans 
 
Make ratatouille  

English Links – Instructions – how to make the 
ratatouille 
 
 Chemistry – to investigate materials  
 

▪ Find out how the shapes of solid objects 

made from some materials can be 

changed by squashing, bending, twisting 

and stretching  

▪ Identify and compare the suitability of a 

variety of everyday materials including 

wood, metal, plastic, glass, bricks/rock, 

paper/cardboard for particular uses  

Skills 
To ask scientific questions 
 
To perform scientific tests with equipment  
 
To use observation skills including measuring 
 
To identify and classify 
 
To gather and record scientific data 
 

English Links – Non-chronological report - 
explaining each type of animal in the food chain. 
Chemistry - Rocks 
Biology – All living things and their habitats –
comparing Woodland/English animals to Arctic. 
Food chains Habitats  
English Links – Explanation text to explain how to 
survive in the Arctic. 
 
Chemistry – Rocks 

• Compare and group different kinds of 
rocks on the basis of their appearance 
and simple physical properties 

• Describe in simple terms how fossils are 
formed when things that have lived are 
trapped within rock 

• Recognise that soils are made from rocks 
and organic matter 
 

Biology – Living things and their habitats 
 

• Explore and compare the differences 
between things that are living, that are 
dead and that have never been alive  

• Identify that most living things live in 
habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide 
for the basic needs for different kind so 
animals and plants and how they depend 
on each other  

• Identify and name a variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats including micro 
habitats  

• Describe how animals obtain their food 
from plants and other animals using the 

Biology – Light & Forces and Magnets 

 

English Links – Non-chronological report – 
features of a plant. 
Biology – Plants – pollination, seed formation and seed 
dispersal. 
 
English Links – Narrative – life cycle of a flower seed. 
Biology to understand plants (Forest School)  
 

• Identify and name a variety of common 
plants including garden plants, wild plants 
and trees and those classified as deciduous 
and evergreen  

• Identify and describe the basic structure of a 
variety of common flowering plants including 
roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers 

• Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs 
grow into mature plants  

• Find out and describe how plants need 
water. Light and a suitable temperature to 
grow and stay healthy  

 

Light 

• recognise that they need light in order to see 

things and that dark is the absence of light   

• notice that light is reflected from surfaces  

• recognise that light from the sun can be 

dangerous and that there are ways to protect their 

eyes  

• recognise that shadows are formed when the light 

from a light source is blocked by an opaque object  

• find patterns in the way that the size of shadows 

change. 

Forces and Magnets 

• compare how things move on different surfaces  



To use scientific vocabulary 
 
To explain scientific findings 

 

idea of a simple food chain and identify 
and name different sources of food 

Skills 
To ask scientific questions 
 
To perform scientific tests with equipment  
 
To use observation skills including measuring 
 
To identify and classify 
 
To gather and record scientific data 
 
To use scientific vocabulary 
 
To explain scientific findings 
 

 

• notice that some forces need contact between two 

objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance 

• observe how magnets attract or repel each other 

and attract some materials and not others  

• compare and group together a variety of everyday 

materials on the basis of whether they are 

attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic 

materials  

• describe magnets as having two poles  

• predict whether two magnets will attract or repel 

each other, depending on which poles are facing. 

 

Skills 
To ask scientific questions  
 
To perform scientific tests with equipment  
 
To use observation skills including measuring 
 
To identify and classify 
 
To gather and record scientific data 
 
To use scientific vocabulary 
 
To explain scientific findings 
 

 

History – to investigate and interpret the past  

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past  

• Ask questions such as what was it like for people? What happened? How long ago? 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out about the past 
• Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented  

History Lives of significant 
people 
Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole 
 
English Links – 
Descriptive language – 
describing Florence 
and Mary. 
 

• Describe 
significant 

   The life of William 
Booth- History of 
Recycling 

• Life and time 
lines of 
William Booth 

• Time lines of 
Recycling   

  

• Describe 
significant 
people from 
the past  

Significant events - 
Great fire of London  

• Story from 
someone in 
the great fire 
of London  

Information booklet 
about the great fire of 
London 
 

• Describe 
historical 
events (Greta 



people from 
the past  

• Recognise 
there are 
reasons why 
people in the 
past acted as 
they did  

 
Skills 
To ask and answer 

historical questions  

 

To use a range of 

historical sources 

 

To describe and 

compare evidence 

 

To describe historical 
events and people 
 
To compare times in 

history 
 

To understand 
chronology 
 
To use timelines 
 

To use historical 
vocabulary 

 

• Recognise 
there are 
reasons why 
people in the 
past acted as 
they did  

• Place events 
and artefacts 
in order on a 
timeline  

• Use dates on a 
timeline 
where 
appropriate   
 

 
Skills 
To ask and answer 

historical questions  

 

To use a range of 

historical sources 

 

To describe and 

compare evidence 

 

To describe historical 
events and people 
 
To compare times in 

history 
 

To understand 
chronology 
 
To use timelines 
 

To use historical 
vocabulary 

 

fire of 
London) 

• Show an 
understanding 
of the concept 
of nation and 
nation’s 
history  

• Show an 
understanding 
of concepts 
such as 
civilisation, 
monarchy, 
parliament, 
democracy, 
and war and 
peace  

 
Skills 
To ask and answer 

historical questions  

 

To use a range of 

historical sources 

 

To describe and 

compare evidence 

 

To describe historical 
events and people 
 
To compare times in 

history 
 

To understand 
chronology 
 
To use timelines 
 

To use historical 
vocabulary 
 
 



Geography  Locality of specific 
foods, e.g.- France: 
Ratatouille 

 
 

• Use aerial 
images and 
plan 
perspectives 
to recognise 
landmarks 
and basic 
physical 
features  

• Devise a 
simple map 
and use and 
construct 
basic symbols 
in a key use 
simple grid 
references 
(A1, B1)  

 
Skills 
 
To collect and use data 

from fieldwork 

 
To understand maps 
and use grid references 
 
 
To identify and 
describe human 
features 
 
To identify and 
describe physical 
features 
 
To use geographical 

resources 

Weather patterns – 
weather patterns 
compared to North and 
South Poles 

 

• Identify the 
North and 
South poles 
and where 
they are in 
location to the 
equator. 

• Use compass 
directions 
(north, south, 
east and west) 
and locational 
language e.g. 
near and far to 
describe the 
location of 
features and 
routes on a 
map  

Skills 
 
To identify local places 

on a map 

To understand maps 
and use compasses  
 
To use geographical 

resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Physical and human 
Geography 
Comparing UK to 
Antarctica  
 

• Ask and answer 
geographical 
questions such 
as what is this 
place like? 
What or who 
will I see in this 
place? What do 
people do in 
this place?  

• Identify the key 
features of a 
location in 
order to say if it 
is a city, town, 
village, coastal 
or rural area 

Skills 
 
To ask and answer 

geographical questions 

To identify and describe 
human features 

 
To use geographical 

resources 

To use geographical 

language 

 

 
 

 

 

4 countries of the UK 
and Cities – Forests 
and Rivers in UK 
around London  

 

• Identify 
seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the 
United 
Kingdom and 
the location of 
hot and cold 
areas of the 
world in 
relation to the 
equator  
 

Skills 
To identify local places 

on a map 

To describe and 

compare locations (over 

time and areas) 

To use geographical 

resources 

To use geographical 

language 

 



To use geographical 

language 

 
 
 

 

Design and 
Technology 

Design, make and 
evaluate - Pop-up 
puppet of a nurse 
 
Technical Knowledge – 
mechanisms – levers and 
sliders. 
 

English Links – 
Instructions – how to 
make a puppet. 
 
      *Create products 
using levers, wheels 
and winding 
mechanisms  
 

 
Skills 
 

To cut and join 

materials 

 

To modify and produce 

textiles 

 

To use mechanics 

 

To construct and build 

products  

 

To design with purpose 
 
To follow a design 
 
To refine and edit 
 
To evaluate a product 

Cooking and Nutrition 
– what food do you 
need to be healthy? 

 

• Design 
products that 
have a clear 
purpose and 
an intended 
user  

• Make 
products 
refining the 
design as 
work 
progresses  

• Use software 
to design  

 
  

Skills 
 
To cut and prepare 

food hygienically 

 

To cook and assemble 

 

To design with purpose 
 
To follow a design 
 
To refine and edit 
 
To evaluate a product 

 

  Design, make and 
evaluate – colourful 

mobile for light to shine 
through. 
Technical focus – structure. 

Make a structure using 
recycled materials.  
 
 

English Links – 
Instructions – how to 
make a structure, e.g. 
bridge.  
 

▪ Design 
products that 
have a clear 
purpose and 
an intended 
user  

▪ Make 
products 
refining the 
design as work 
progresses 

▪ Use software 
to design   

Skills 
 

To cut and join 

materials 

 

To modify and produce 

textiles 

 

To use mechanics 

 

 



 

To take inspiration from 

history 

To construct and build 

products  

 

To design with purpose 
 
To follow a design 
 
To refine and edit 
 
To evaluate a product 

 

To take inspiration from 
history 

Art   

 

 

Art and design in using 
colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, 
form and space – 
sketches of the Arctic – 
use of colours and 
patterns and shading  
 

• Use a 
combination 
of shapes 

• Include lines 
and texture 

Skills 
 
To collect visual 

information 

 

To develop colour and 
patterns using brush 
techniques 
 
To use cutting 
techniques 
 
To use fixing 
techniques 
 
To sculpt with 
resources 
 

Creating habitats for 
different animals. 
Pattern and colour. 
Form and space. 
Paint. 
Use of textures. 
 

English Links – 
Descriptive language – 
describing and 
evaluating painting. 
 

• Use a 
combination 
or materials 
that are cut, 
torn and glued 

• Sort and 
arrange 
materials  

• Mix materials 
to create 
texture  

 
Skills 
 
To collect visual 

information 

 

To develop colour and 
patterns using brush 
techniques 

 Designer Henry Moore-
Sculpture – creating 
their own wire or 
sculpture in the style of 
Henry Moore  

 
• Use rolled up 

paper, straws, 
paper, card 
and clay as 
materials  

• Use 
techniques 
such as rolling, 
cutting, 
moulding and 
carving  

Skills 
 
To collect visual 

information 

 
To use cutting 
techniques 
 
To use fixing 
techniques 
 
To sculpt with 
resources 
 



To use drawing skills 
 
To use printing 
techniques 
 
To take inspiration 

from artists 

 
To use cutting 
techniques 
To use fixing 
techniques 
 
To use drawing skills 
 
To use printing 
techniques 
 

To take inspiration 

from artists 

 

To take inspiration 

from artists 

 

Computing 
 

Coding 
 
• Control motion by specifying the number of steps 
to travel, direction and turn. 
 
Possible Curriculum Link – moving puppets 
 
 

Skills 

To understand and import instructions 

To use coding for controlling objects 

 

Connect 

• Participate in class social media accounts. 

• Understand online risks and the age rules 

for sites. 
 
Skills 
 

To use online platforms appropriately 
To be safe and responsible 
To understand e-safety laws 

Communicate 
 
• Use a range of 
applications and 
devices in order to 
communicate ideas, 
work and messages 
 
Possible Curriculum 
Link – contacting the 
school community- 
recycling 

 
Skills 
 

To create messages 
To communicate 
through APPs and 
devices 

Collect 
 

• Use simple 
databases to record 
information in areas 
across the 
curriculum. 

 
Possible Curriculum 
Link – eye colour, 
hair colour etc 

 

Skills 
 
To collect and 
organise data 
 

RE Creation 
 
Can I retell the story of 
creation from Genesis 
1:1–2.3 simply?  
 
Can I recognise that 
‘Creation’ is the 
beginning of the ‘big 
story’ of the Bible? 
 

Incarnation 
 
Can I give a clear, 
simple account of the 
story of Jesus’ birth 
and why Jesus is 
important for 
Christians?  
 
Can I recognise that 
stories of Jesus’ life 

Religion Around the 
World/ Judaism 
 
Can I recognise what a 
place of worship is? 
 
Can I discuss key parts 
of a Jewish synagogue? 
 
Can I discuss key parts 
of a Hindu mandir? 
 

Judaism/ Salvation 
 
Can I explain what 
Shabbat is? 
 
Can I identify how 
Shabbat is celebrated 
by Jewish people? 
 
Can I explain the 
customs undertaken by 
Jews during Shabbat? 

Islam 
 
Can I explain what 
Ramadan is? 
 
Can I explain what 
Muslims do during 
Ramadan? 
 
 Can I understand what 
fasting is and why 

Gospel 
 
Can I identify what a 
parable is?  
 
Can I tell the story of 
the Lost Son from the 
Bible simply, and 
recognise a link with 
the concept of God as a 
forgiving Father?  
 



Can I say what the 
story tells Christians 
about God, Creation 
and the world? 
 
Can I give at least one 
example of what 
Christians do to say 
thank you to God for 
the Creation?  
 
Can I think, talk and ask 
questions about living 
in an amazing world? 

come from the 
Gospels?  
 
Can I give examples of 
ways in which 
Christians use the story 
of the nativity to guide 
their beliefs and 
actions at Christmas?  
 
Can I decide what I 
personally have to be 
thankful for at 
Christmas time? 

Can I discuss key parts 
of a Christian church? 
 
Can I discuss why 
places of worship are 
important in religions? 
 
Can I use and apply the 
key parts of a place of 
worship to a new 
design? 
 

 
Can I explain why 
Shabbat is important to 
Jews? 
 
Can I explain what 
Ramadan is? 
 
Can I recognise that 
Incarnation and 
Salvation are part of a 
‘big story’ of the Bible? 
 
Can I tell stories of Holy 
Week and Easter from 
the Bible and recognise 
a link with the idea of 
Salvation (Jesus 
rescuing people)?  
 
Can I recognise that 
Jesus gives instructions 
about how to behave?  
 
Can I give at least three 
examples of how 
Christians show their 
beliefs about Jesus’ 
death and resurrection 
in church worship at 
Easter?  
 
Can I think, talk and ask 
questions about 
whether the story of 
Easter has anything to 
say to them about 
sadness, hope or 
heaven, exploring 
different ideas? 
 
 
 

Muslims choose to fast 
during Ramadan? 
 
Can I explain why 
Muslims celebrate 
Eidal-fitr? 
 
Can I identify how 
Muslims celebrate Eid 
Al-Fitr at the end of 
Ramadan? 

Can I give clear, simple 
accounts of what the 
story means to 
Christians?  
 
Can I give at least two 
examples of a way in 
which Christians show 
their belief in God as 
loving and forgiving; 
for example, by saying 
sorry; by seeing God as 
welcoming them back; 
by forgiving others?  
 
Can I give an example 
of how Christians put 
their beliefs into 
practice in worship; by 
saying sorry to God, for 
example?  
 
Can I think, talk and ask 
questions about 
whether I can learn 
anything from the 
story for myself, 
exploring different 
ideas? 



Music Charanga 
Hands, Feet, Heart 
To control my voice 

effectively when singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 
sound 
 
To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 
notation 
 
To read and understand 

musical notation 

 

To use musical 
vocabulary 
 
To listen and describe 
elements of music 

 Charanga 
Ho, Ho, Ho 
To control my voice 

effectively when 

singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 
sound 
 
To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 
notation 
 
To read and 

understand musical 

notation 

 

To use musical 
vocabulary 
 
To listen and describe 
elements of music 

 Charanga 
I Wanna Play in a Band 
To control my voice 

effectively when singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 
sound 
 
To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 
notation 
 
To read and understand 

musical notation 

 

To use musical 
vocabulary 
 
To listen and describe 
elements of music 

Charanga 
Zootime 
To control my voice 

effectively when singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 
sound 
 
To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 
notation 
 
To read and understand 

musical notation 

 

To use musical 
vocabulary 
 
To listen and describe 
elements of music 

Charanga 
Friendship Song 
To control my voice 

effectively when singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 
sound 
 
To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 
notation 
 
To read and understand 

musical notation 

 

To use musical 
vocabulary 
 
To listen and describe 
elements of music 

Charanga 
Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 
To control my voice 

effectively when singing 

 

To create effects using 

instruments 

 

To perform to an 

audience 

 

To create patterns of 
sound 
 
To combine musical 

elements (including 

digitally) 

 

To use symbols for 
notation 
 
To read and understand 

musical notation 

 

To use musical 
vocabulary 
 
To listen and describe 
elements of music 

P.E Games – throwing and 
catching. 
 
 

• Athletic 
activities are 
combined with 
games in year 1 
and 2  

Skills 
*To strike an object 

*To retrieve and receive an 

object 

Dance (nativity dances 
and performing) 
 

• Copy and 
remember 
moves and 
positions  

• Move with 
careful control 
and 
coordination  

Skills 
*To copy and repeat 
movements 

Movement and 
gymnastics – running, 
jumping, travelling. 
 

• Link two or 
more actions to 
make a 
sequence  

 
Skills 
*To copy and repeat 
movements 
*To move with a purpose 
*To move the body with 
control and balance 

Dance – using simple 
movement patterns. 
Fairy and pixi dance. 
 

• Link two or 
more actions to 
perform a 
sequence  

• Choose 
movements to 
communicate a 
mood, feeling 
or idea  

Skills 

Sports day – races and 
dance 
 

• Athletic 
activities are 
combined with 
games in year 1 
and 2 
 

 
Skills 
*To adapt running through 
speed and stamina 
*To develop throwing for a 
purpose 
*To jump for a purpose 

Gymnastics – heights 
focus – balance.  
 

• Climb safely on 
equipment and 
jump in a 
variety of ways 
and land with 
increasing 
control and 
balance (off 
equipment)  

 
Skills 
*To copy and repeat 
movements 



*To lead or work within a 

team 

*To compete as an 

individual 

*To develop accuracy 

 

*To move with a 
purpose 
*To move the body 
with control and 
balance 
*To plan and perform 
movements 

*To plan and perform 

movements 

 

*To copy and repeat 
movements 
*To move with a 
purpose 
*To move the body 
with control and 
balance 
*To plan and perform 
movements 
*To develop and use 
strokes 
*To coordinate and control 
legs and arms 
*To use accurate breathing 

techniques 

*To compete against 

others or myself 

*To be prepared and ready 
*To understand risk 
*To lead or work within a 
team 
*To adapt and show 

resilience 

 

*To move with a purpose 
*To move the body with 
control and balance 
*To plan and perform 

movements 

 

Spanish Speak Confidently 
To use accurate pronunciation 
To listen and understand 
To ask and answer questions 
 
Greetings 
Personal details 
Numbers 
 

Read Fluently 
To decode and read 
To understand and translate 
 
Write Imaginatively 
To write words and phrases 
To apply knowledge of GPS 
 
Greetings 
Personal details 
Numbers 
 

Speak confidently 
To participate in 
conversations 
 
 
 
 
Greetings 
Personal details 
Numbers 
 
 

Understand the 
culture of the 
countries in which the 
language is spoken 
To understand cultural 
history 
To understand and 
compare cultures 
 
Cultural themed week- 
each year group to 
have a different 
country who are 
Spanish speaking. 
 
 

PSHE/ RSE 
How do we recognise our feelings? 

 

What jobs do people 
do? 

What helps us to stay 
safe?/ What keeps us 
safe? 

How can we be a good 

friend? 

 

What is bullying? 

 

What are families like? 

Forest Schools The children experience Forest School which is an inspirational process, that offers ALL learners regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence 
and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland or natural environment with trees. 

Suggested visits / 
inspiration visitors 

Nurse visit Pantomime; 
Shakespeare Company; 
Tesco- Farm to Fork 
 

World book day - Michael Morpurgo visit 
(Bradwell link); 
Colchester Zoo- food chains/ Southend Aquarium; 
Science Week 

Pilgrimage- St. Peter’s Chapel, Bradwell; 
May Day Celebrations;  
Bradwell beach 

 


