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Summary    

This document covers the approach of St. Cedd’s C of E Primary School with regards to 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.   

Introduction    

At St. Cedd’s C of E Primary School we believe we have a safe, happy and challenging 

community where we value every child and their family. We encourage confidence and 

creativity to enable each child to flourish and reach their full potential.    

The schools’ admissions policy offers all children equal rights to attend the school. We 
aim to identify and break down possible barriers to learning so that all our pupils 
experience success. Each child has equal access to a broad and balanced curriculum 
that will enable each child’s potential to be developed to the full.    
 

The school values the contribution and achievements of all and recognises the 

importance of each child experiencing success and having a high level of self-esteem.    

School staff have high expectations for all children and are expected to respond to the 

needs of all pupils. All children are seen and respected as individuals with differing 

interests, knowledge and skills.    

Our aims are;  

• To identify, at the earliest possible opportunity, barriers to learning and 

participation for pupils with SEND; 

• To work in partnership with parents. 

• To ensure that every child has his or her individual needs recognised and 

addressed through High Quality Teaching and effective additional support.  

• To ensure that all pupils have equal access to a broad, balanced curriculum 

which is differentiated to meet individual needs and abilities.  

• To ensure that pupils with SEND engage in all the activities of the school 

alongside pupils who do not have SEND. 

Legislation and guidance 

This policy and information report is based on the statutory Special Educational Needs 

and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice and the following legislation: 

Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which sets out schools’ responsibilities for 

pupils with SEN and disabilities 

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014, which set out schools’ 

responsibilities for education, health and care (EHC) plans, SEN co-ordinators (SENCOs) 

and the SEN information report  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/contents/made
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Definition of special educational needs and Disability (SEND)  

A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls 

for special educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school 

age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:  

• has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 

same age, or  

• has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of 

educational facilities of a kind generally provided for pupils of the same age in 

mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institution  

(Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2015 pp 15-16.) 

 

Some children may have a special learning need or requirement that will merit specific 

educational provision to be made for them. This is in addition to, or differing from, the 

general provision made for the majority of their same aged peer group.   

Special educational needs and disabilities are categorised under four broad areas of 

needs and support:  

• Communication and interaction– e.g. speech and language needs and autism  

• Cognition and learning-e.g. moderate learning difficulties and specific learning difficulties 

such as dyslexia and dyscalculia  

• Social, emotional and mental health difficulties (SEMH) e.g. attachment difficulties, 

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, eating disorders, anxiety  

• Sensory and/or physical needs– e.g. physical disability, visual and hearing impairment 

This policy reflects guidance from the SEND Code of Practice 2015.    

 

Identifying pupils with SEN and assessing their needs 

We will assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which will 

build on previous settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. Class teachers will make 

regular assessments of progress for all pupils and identify those whose progress: 

• Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline 

• Fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 

• Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 

• Widens the attainment gap  

• This may include progress in areas other than attainment, for example, social 

needs.  

• Slow progress and low attainment will not automatically mean a pupil is recorded 

as having SEN.   
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When deciding whether special educational provision is required, we will start with the 

desired outcomes, including the expected progress and attainment, and the views and the 

wishes of the pupil and their parents. We will use this to determine the support that is 

needed and whether we can provide it by adapting our core offer, or whether something 

different or additional is needed.  

Sometimes the school is alerted to a potential SEND if a parent raises a specific concern 

about their child. The SENCO may then initiate appropriate assessment and/or 

intervention if required.    

SEND support 

SEND support is the system used by schools and other education settings to identify, 

assess and support the majority of children and young people with special educational 

needs. In Essex, we use One Planning to follow the special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND) code of practice. It is a way to complete the graduated approach 

(assess, plan, do, review) in a person-centred way, which means that we put the child or 

person's needs first. 

• Assess: make a clear analysis of needs. 

• Plan: the practitioners, SENCO, parent or carers with the child, agree on a plan 

of action.  

• Do: make all the practitioners aware of the plan. Put in place the adjustments, 

support and interventions. 

• Review: evaluate the quality, effectiveness and impact of provision by the review 

date 

Sometimes, a child or young person with more complex needs may need an education, 

health and care (EHC) plan. 

An EHC plan is a statutory document which sets out the support a child or young person 

needs from all the agencies that support them (education, health and social care). 

The class or subject teacher will work with the SENCO to carry out a clear analysis of the 

pupil’s needs. This will draw on: 

• The teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil  

• Their previous progress and attainment or behaviour  

• Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant  

• The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data 

• The views and experience of parents 

• The pupil’s own views 

• Advice from external support services, if relevant  

• The assessment will be reviewed regularly.  

All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil will be made aware of their needs, 

the outcomes sought, the support provided, and any teaching strategies or approaches 

that are required. We will regularly review the effectiveness of the support and 

interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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Children on the SEND register are monitored by the SENCO, Class teachers and learning 

Support Staff. Where necessary, further support and advice may be sought from external 

agencies, such as Educational Psychologists, Specialist teachers or medical 

professionals. Progress is closely monitored during half termly Pupil Progress meetings.   

 

 

                       Consulting and involving pupils and parents 

We will have an early discussion with the pupil and their parents when identifying whether 

they need special educational provision. These conversations will make sure that: 

• Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength 

and difficulty  

• We take into account the parents’ concerns  

• Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child  

• Everyone is clear on what the next steps are  

 Notes of these early discussions will be added to the pupil’s record and given to their     

parents.  

       We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a pupil will receive SEN support.  

 

Our approach to teaching pupils with SEN 

When a pupil is identified as having SEN it is the intention of the school to ensure full 

access to all school activities for children with SEND and support inclusion in the 

classroom setting for learning, and to ensure all children have equal access to extra-

curricular activities.    

Class teachers are responsible for providing High Quality Teaching and for differentiation 

and enrichment. The SENCO oversees the support of those children identified as 

requiring support with their learning.    

Where the specific needs of some children cannot be met by working alongside their 

peers, they may receive individual or small group teaching and may be further supported 

by a member of staff. 

The school is wheelchair accessible and, if further adaptations were needed to meet the 

needs of a pupil, we would apply for additional funding.   
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The SENCO 

Details of the SENCo can be found on the school website.  

The SENCo’s role involves working closely with school staff and, in some cases, external 

agencies to support children identified as having SEND. Some children will need an 

Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).  

The SENCo also identifies, facilitates and provides appropriate training courses, secures 

resources and special equipment to support learning programmes in the school. The 

SENCo attends a range of training courses, cluster meetings and conferences in order to 

maintain an up-to-date knowledge of all aspects of SEND.    

The SEN governor  

The SEN governor will:  

• Help to raise awareness of SEN issues at governing board meetings  

• Monitor the quality and effectiveness of SEN and disability provision within the 

school and update the governing board on this  

• Work with the headteacher and SENCO to determine the strategic development 

of the SEN policy and provision in the school  

 

Monitoring and evaluating success   

The school assesses each child on entry to the school.    

Targets are set for individual children and, for some children, Education, Health and Care 

Plans provide targets and advice on how the school can support the child. Progress is 

monitored as a measure of their success. Education, Health and Care Plans are subject 

to Annual Reviews in addition to the termly One Plan Meetings.    

The SEND Register is updated periodically, every half term, or more frequently if an 

identified child requires additional support.    

The effective use of resources is monitored by the SENCo, and audited to identify gaps in 

support provision.    

The Head Teacher has overall responsibility for SEND provision and reports on SEND 

matters to the Local School Board every term.   

Links with external support services   

When required, the school may seek further advice and support from Educational 

Psychologists and Specialist Teachers.    

The school maintains strong links with health services and further advice and support may 

be sought from a range of provisions, such as physiotherapists, occupational therapists, 

speech and language therapists, and the school nurse service.   
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Support from other services may be sought as appropriate. This is particularly important 

with regards to mental health concerns and the school takes guidance to provide support 

in this area. Details on services available to parents can be found via the Essex Local 

Offer.    

All interventions from external services are recorded and reports are copied to parents 

and carers.    

 

Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions 

Pupils at school with medical conditions will be properly supported so that they have full 

access to education, including educational visits and physical education. Some children 

with medical conditions may be disabled and where this is the case the school will comply 

with its duties under the Equality Act 2010. Some pupils may also have special 

educational needs (SEND) and may have an EHCP which brings together health and 

social care needs, as well as their special educational provision and the SEND Code of 

Practice is followed. There are arrangements in place to support pupils at school with 

medical conditions. Care Plans provide important information regarding arrangements 

and procedures for individual pupils. 

 

Enabling pupils with SEN to engage in activities available to those in the school who do 

not have SEN 

All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our pupils, 

including our lunchtime and after-school clubs.  

All pupils are encouraged to go on our residential trip(s).  

All pupils are encouraged to take part in sports day/school plays/special workshops.  

No pupil is ever excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEN or 

disability. 

Parents and Carers   

Parents and Carers may request meetings with class teachers and to see their child’s 

work after school or by appointment via the school office. Parent Consultation meetings 

are offered twice a year.    

The school encourages parents to contribute to their child’s individual programme as part 

of the One Planning Process. Should concerns be expressed about a child’s progress, an 

assessment of the child’s strengths and weaknesses may be initiated and, in some cases, 

an Educational, Health and Care Plan Needs Assessment initiated, if appropriate.    

The SENCo operates an ‘open door’ policy and parents and carers may request an 

appointment at any time during the school year if they have concerns about their child.    

School staff will contact parents and carers should they have any concerns regarding their 

child.    
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Confidentiality    

Information regarding children is kept confidential. This policy works in conjunction with 

the school’s Child Protection Policy and all other policies relating to the welfare of 

children.    

 

Supporting pupils moving between phases and moving to secondary school 

We will share information with the school or other setting the pupil is moving to. Transition 

between classes, starting school and moving on to secondary is carefully managed to 

facilitate continuity of support.  

Pre-school: Information regarding children’s identified needs is collected from pre-school 

settings and passed on to the school for early intervention as appropriate. The SENCO 

and EYFS Class Teacher visit the local pre-school as necessary.    

Transfer to St. Cedd’s C of E Primary School from other schools: Information from other 

schools, and from the child’s parent or carer is collected and used to inform staff of a 

child’s individual needs.    

Secondary Transfer: Information regarding children who are likely to require specific 

support during their secondary school life is passed on to the SENCO at the receiving 

secondary school. Additional induction visits may be facilitated to the new school if 

required. Before secondary transfer takes place, there is liaison between staff and parents 

and carers and, if possible, the secondary SENCO is included in the One Planning 

process in the Summer Term. With parental agreement, copies of existing One Plans and 

EHC Plans are made available to the receiving secondary school.    

 

   

   


