
English – Medium Term Planner 

Class: Year 5/6 Teacher: Mrs Fitter Support Staff: Mrs Harper  Term:  Spring 2        

Unit Duration Key objectives Sentence Type and 
Spelling Focus 

Texts and 
resources 

Outcomes 

Explanation 

texts 

 

  

 3 weeks    Explanation texts  
Planning, Composing and Evaluating  

• Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that 
shows good awareness of the reader. 

• Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing 
requires, doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues 
in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using 
modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)  

• Develop their own ideas for writing through reading and research  

• Use a wide knowledge of text types, forms and styles to inform their writing  

• Plan and write for a clear purpose and audience  

• Choose form and subject when non-fiction  

• Ensure writing is lively interesting and thoughtful  

• Show a controlled, confident and established voice throughout a piece of writing  

• Ensure that the content and style of writing accurately reflects the purpose  

• Experiment with writers’ techniques borrowed from book, screen and stage  

• Use informal structures and style appropriate to the reader  

• Ensure writing is controlled and balanced 

• Manipulate the reader 

• Add depth and detail to paragraphs 

• Evaluate their work effectively and make improvements based on this 

• Proof–read for spelling and punctuation errors 

• Change vocabulary and grammar to enhance effects and clarify meaning 
 
Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary  

• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and 

place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs  

• use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing  

Year 6 Words 
 
Tenses: 
- Past 
- Past progressive 
- Present 
- Present perfect 
- Present 

progressive 
- Past perfect 
- Future 
- Subjunctive 
- Conditional 
 
Punctuation: 
- Dashes 
- Hyphens 
- Semi-colons 
- Colons 
- Inverted commas 
- Parenthesis  
 
Features: 
Third Person 
Adverbials 
Conjunctions 
Paragraphs 
Date/time 
 
 
  

Cyclones  
 
How 
Volcanoes 
Erupt 
 
The Water 
Cycle 
 
 

Write effective explanation texts 
Weekly lesson outcomes: 
 

1. Analyse a text for features 
specific to explanation texts 
and for Year 6 writing features 

2. Practise writing parts of an 
explanation text 

3. Edit and evaluate own and 
others’ writing 



• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted 
commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)  

• Understand and recognise active and passive voice  

• Understand and explore synonyms and antonyms  

• Use passive voice appropriately in writing  

• Use the ‘perfect form’ of verbs for effect  

• Use a range of devices for cohesion across a text e.g. repetition, connectives, 
ellipsis etc.  

• Understand how semi-colons are used  

• Use semi-colons appropriately  

• Understand how dashes are used for marking the boundaries between 
independent clauses  

• Use dashes to mark the boundaries between independent clauses 

• Understand how hyphens are used 

• Use hyphens appropriately 

• Use more than one subordinate clause successfully in a complex sentence 

Spelling 

• spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list and use a dictionary 

to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

• Revise previous spelling conventions 

• Use a dictionary to check the meaning and spelling of words and a 

thesaurus to extend vocabulary 

• Use knowledge of word roots, prefixes and suffixes to aid spelling 

• Spell ie and ei words e.g. piece, deceive 

• Spell words containing the letter string ough 

• Make the correct spelling choice for unstressed vowels in polysyllabic 

words 

• Use knowledge of word roots, prefixes and suffixes to aid spelling 

• Spell and use common homophones 

• Spell the words accommodate, accompany, aggressive, amateur, 

appreciate, cemetery, committee, communicate, community, 

competition, correspond, criticise, disastrous, embarrass, exaggerate, 

guarantee, mischievous, prejudice, privilege, recommend 

• Choose the correct spelling by using a visual strategy (‘Does it look right?’) 

Speaking, Listening and Discussion 

• Agree and disagree constructively with others’ views 



• Identify and adopt the features of formal register 

• Successfully counter another argument during a debate or discussion 

Handwriting and Presentation 

• maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 

• Consistently use a neat, personal handwriting style 

• Choose the writing implement that is appropriate to the task 

Narratives 

from other 

cultures 

 

3 weeks 

 

 

Narratives from other cultures 
 
Planning, Composing and Evaluating 
 

• Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that 
shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; 
direct address in instructions and persuasive writing)  

• In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere  

• Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action  

• Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing 
requires, doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues 
in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using 
modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)  

• Develop their own ideas for writing through reading and research  

• Use a wide knowledge of text types, forms and styles to inform their writing  

• Plan and write for a clear purpose and audience  

• Ensure writing is lively interesting and thoughtful  

• Show a controlled, confident and established voice throughout a piece of writing  

• Ensure that the content and style of writing accurately reflects the purpose  

• Experiment with writers’ techniques borrowed from book, screen and stage  

• Use informal and formal structures and style appropriate to the reader  

• Use a range of layout devices to structure text e.g. headings, sub-headings, 
columns, bullet points and tables 

• Manipulate the reader 

• Add depth and detail to paragraphs 

• Use speech to advance action 

• Evaluate the work of others and suggest improvements 

• Evaluate their work effectively and make improvements based on this 

• Proof–read for spelling and punctuation errors 

• Change vocabulary and grammar to enhance effects and clarify meaning 
Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary 

Year 6 Words 
 
Tenses: 
- Past 
- Past progressive 
- Present 
- Present perfect 
- Present 

progressive 
- Past perfect 
- Future 
- Subjunctive 
- Conditional 
 
Punctuation: 
- Dashes 
- Hyphens 
- Semi-colons 
- Colons 
- Inverted commas 
- Parenthesis  
 
Features: 
Third Person 
Adverbials 
Conjunctions 
Paragraphs 
Date/time 
 
 
  

Once Upon a 
Time/Habia Una 
Veza (Traditional 
Latin American 
Tales) 

Write effective narrative texts emulating 
those from other cultures 
Weekly lesson outcomes: 
 

1. Analyse a text for features 
specific to narrative texts from 
other cultures and for Year 6 
writing features 

2. Practise writing parts of an 
explanation text 

3. Edit and evaluate own and 
others’ writing 



• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and 

place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs  

• use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing  

• use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted 
commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)  

• Understand and recognise active and passive voice  

• Understand and explore synonyms and antonyms  

• Use passive voice appropriately in writing  

• Use the ‘perfect form’ of verbs for effect  

• Use a range of devices for cohesion across a text e.g. repetition, connectives, 
ellipsis etc.  

• Understand how semi-colons are used  

• Use semi-colons appropriately  

• Understand how dashes are used for marking the boundaries between 
independent clauses  

• Use dashes to mark the boundaries between independent clauses 

• Understand how hyphens are used 

• Use hyphens appropriately 

• Use more than one subordinate clause successfully in a complex sentence 

Spelling 

• spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list and use a dictionary 

to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

• Revise previous spelling conventions 

• Use a dictionary to check the meaning and spelling of words and a 

thesaurus to extend vocabulary 

• Use knowledge of word roots, prefixes and suffixes to aid spelling 

• Spell ie and ei words e.g. piece, deceive 

• Spell words containing the letter string ough 

• Make the correct spelling choice for unstressed vowels in polysyllabic 

words 

• Use knowledge of word roots, prefixes and suffixes to aid spelling 

• Spell and use common homophones 

• Spell the words accommodate, accompany, aggressive, amateur, 

appreciate, cemetery, committee, communicate, community, 

competition, correspond, criticise, disastrous, embarrass, exaggerate, 

guarantee, mischievous, prejudice, privilege, recommend 



• Choose the correct spelling by using a visual strategy (‘Does it look right?’) 

Speaking, Listening and Discussion 

• Sustain a character in role 

Handwriting and Presentation 

• maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 

• Consistently use a neat, personal handwriting style 

• Choose the writing implement that is appropriate to the task 

 
 

 


